
The Profile of a Kingdom Man 
[unedited] 

Luke 14:15-24 

Good morning, men. God is so good. I was thinking yesterday afternoon about how the Bible is very 

clear, once understood. But some of the things the Bible has to say are not quickly comprehensible. I 

thought about the hundreds of thousands, or millions of people who prepare Bible teachings and 

sermons each week. It struck me as interesting, if you prepare a weekly message, why doesn’t it take 

two weeks to get a message ready? Why does it take between 10 and 15 hours, because it could easily 

take two weeks to understand something about a passage to actually teach it? I was thankful because 

this morning my iPhone battery died, and my alarm didn’t go off. I was ready. I had an hour. I overslept 

an hour. I actually had enough time to finish the final preparations. Thank you for that, God. 

In the “Hanging Out with Jesus” series, we last spoke about the profile of a humble man. It was the 

passage in Luke 14 about the Pharisees, and humility versus being proud. God was admonishing people 

to be humble, not proud.  

Let’s do a shout out. Today’s shout out goes to “The Man in the Mirror Bible Study.” There are 8-10 men 

who have been meeting for six years on Fridays at 7 AM at Trinity Baptist Church in Moultrie, Georgia. 

Thanks to Rev. John Grobe, the pastor there for submitting this to us. Will you join me in giving a big 

shout out to the guys in Moultrie, Georgia? HOORAH!  

The big idea from a couple weeks ago was, how I treat others, that’s what is really in my heart. That was 

the profile of a humble man, the first part of this particular study. This morning we will look at the 

second half – the profile of a kingdom man.  

Let’s read this passage together. This is the Word of God. This is the truth. You have people who whisper 

in your ear and tickle your ears all week long, trying to get you to do particular things. If we are honest, 

we’ve been doing the same thing. 

Let’s read Luke 14:15: “When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, ‘Blessed is 

the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.’”  

These were religious leaders and men, maybe like some of you. Pharisees were laymen who had time to 

think about the things of God. They were very devoted to God and a very religious people.  

They said, “Lord, it will be good for us to sit and feast in the kingdom of God.” In Luke 14:16, is Jesus’ 

reply. “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.” Now, to the Jew at that 

time, it would have been very clear he was talking about the kingdom of God.  

Continuing from Luke 14:17: “At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been 

invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I 

have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ “Another said, ‘I have just bought 



five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ “Still another said, ‘I just got 

married, so I can’t come.’” 

The servant came back and reported this to his master, the master being God the Father. Then the 

owner of the house became angry. God’s anger is not like our anger. God’s anger is holy and altogether 

righteous. The Ten Commandments says our God is a jealous God, but He is not jealous like we are. He is 

jealous in purity and holiness. In His majesty and glory He is unwilling to share that glory.  

Reading in Luke 14:18-24. “Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out 

quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the 

lame.’ “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ “Then the 

master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my 

house will be full. I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’” 

God has a kingdom and He wanted it to be full. The only reason He has not brought the consummation 

of all things yet, is that He wants more people to come into His kingdom and take part in the banquet. 

Not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of His banquet – the people who turned Him 

down because they had other things to do.  

THE PROBLEM OF DIVIDED LOYALTY 

Next, the Word of God— the truth—what does it mean? 

The first thing I want to talk about this morning is the problem of divided loyalty. We’ve all been 

shocked when we see someone who professes faith in Jesus sleep around, fall in love with a woman 

who is not his wife, openly cheat or chase the almighty dollar. Yet, however, less visible is the man who 

puts good things before God, such as in this passage.  

A man buys a field— investment properties; five yoke of oxen— a business; a marriage or any other 

material thing or cause that a man is committed to that is absolutely useful in the community. He’s 

made this commitment to this good thing. He might even be a respected churchman or an honorable 

businessman. Yet, his heart is slowly growing cold toward God, and his concern for the lost is 

disturbingly absent. He may be very aware of what is going on in his life and yet feels helpless to do 

anything about it. Or he may be completely unaware of what is going on. The problem is having a 

divided loyalty. God made it very clear in this text and throughout His Word that He will not share the 

glory and the love that He is due with anyone or anything. He gives us other texts teaching us that, such 

as Matthew 6:33: “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well.” 

How does a man who really made an honest profession of faith in Jesus and started out really loving God 

go astray? How does it happen? It happens when you start out with God and then He puts a calling in 

your heart. He gives you a passion and a zeal for some particular cause, and you start going after that. If 

you work very hard and diligently the cause becomes the first priority. It becomes the primary focus. It’s 

a good thing, but not the best thing. It’s not God.  



Søren Kierkegaard wrote a book called, The Purity of Heart Is to Will One Thing. He talks about the 

problem and refers to a passage in James 4 about becoming double minded. The whole book is about 

what it means to be double minded and what it means to have a single mind. I’d like to look at that 

passage with you.  

Turn to James 4:4. Kierkegaard talks about that it is double minded to pursue that which will bring your 

reward, or that which will help you avoid punishment, or to pursue one thing because you have 

determination. James 4:4 begins, “You adulterous people.”  What is adultery? Adultery is two-timing. 

Adultery is having an illicit relationship with someone or something else. 

“You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone 

who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” They are double-minded men and 

double-minded people. I can see how you can end up with divided loyalties.  

I am in men’s discipleship ministry. That is my vocation. It is so interesting—God is brilliant. Just like I 

was talking about how He makes it so that it only takes about a week to prepare a message, instead of it 

taking two weeks. He is brilliant because He knows you and me so well that He will not call you to 

something you can’t handle. In fact, it’s very likely that He will call you to less than you are capable of, or 

less than you think you are capable of, because He would rather have you reach a fraction of your 

potential in the world and not risk all of your potential in Jesus.  

I’ve been called to men’s discipleship ministries. From the very beginning my potential is limited. There’s 

a cap on how much impact I can have, because men’s discipleship is a problem that everyone knows is 

important but no one wants to do anything about. It’s like the 13-year-old orphan. Everyone knows 13-

year-old orphans are a problem but not everyone wants to adopt a 13-year-old. I talk and talk and talk 

about men’s discipleship and little comes back. I get that. God also knew that I am stubborn. If 

something doesn’t work, then I just keep banging on the same thing. I have a really flinty forehead. I 

have this determination and then I also have this weakness that I can’t handle too much success. I’ve 

had big success and I couldn’t handle it. I don’t want big success. I can’t handle it. When I have big 

success I become a friend of the world. I become double minded. My loyalty is divided. It’s the same 

thing with determination. If I don’t watch myself, I become double minded because the cause I’m 

working on becomes an idol.  

Your business, investments or hobbies can become idols. We’ve exchanged the truth of God for a lie; the 

glory of God for idols, and we end up with divided loyalties. 

A KINGDOM MAN IS NEVER TOO BUSY FOR GOD 

What is important to God, and what is loyalty to God? What does that look like? We see it in this 

passage.  

Sidebar: I’ve known for six weeks I would be teaching this passage and I have been dreading it. I read it 

six weeks ago and thought, What a scrawny passage. How can there be a message for men today in this 

text? But, now I’m so excited to teach it. What is important to God – it says here – is His kingdom.  



A certain man prepared a great banquet and invited many guests. He said, come – everything is ready 

now. It’s the kingdom of God – that is what is important to God. Putting God first before everything else 

and being loyal to Him is what is being undivided. Being down at the bottom, inviting the crippled, all 

those people and when then house is still not full, inviting everyone else too, from the highways and 

byways, until His house is full. That is what is important to God. 

Men, the big idea today is Gut check: a kingdom man is never too busy for God and never too busy for 

the lost. Men, if you are too busy for God, you are too busy. If you are too busy for the lost, you too, are 

in danger of being lost yourself.  

A kingdom man is never too busy for God. It says come, for everything is now ready. Men come now; 

everything is now ready. What man in his right mind would say, “I’m sorry. Please excuse me from the 

banquet. I have to go do this. I have to go do that. I can’t come right now. I’m sorry.” What man in his 

right mind would say that? 

Imagine that the president of the United States, the most powerful human alive today, was having a big 

dinner and he invited you, and you said, “Oh, I’m sorry I’ve got to change the oil on my car that day. I’m 

working on my collector car and I need to buff out the paint.” That would be crazy. Yet that’s exactly 

what is happening here.  

How does it happen? Slowly. Turn with me to 1 Timothy 6:9. While you are turning there, let me remind 

you that Jesus says in Matthew 24:12, talking about the end times, that in those days the hearts of many 

will grow cold. 1 Timothy 6:9-10: “Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 

many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is 

a root of all kinds of evil.” Some people eager for money have wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves—divided loyalty. A kingdom man does not have divided loyalty. A kingdom man is never too 

busy for God.  

Luke 15 says, “Come, for everything is now ready.” How does it happen? It happens by becoming a 

friend of the world; by having a divided loyalty.  

In Psalm 142:5, David talked to God and said, “You are all I really want in life.” Do you get it? You are 

really all I want in life. Now that doesn’t mean we sit in a dark room and read the Bible all day. It means 

when you say to God, “You are all I really want in life,” you yearn for this communion with God. You say 

to God, “I yearn for this relationship with you. I yearn that everything I do, everything I put my hand to 

today, I’m going to do because of this love I have for you. This is my priority; You are number one.  I’m a 

little instrument in Your hands.” If we are not careful, the cause can become so important we make 

excuses of why we can’t be with God at the banquet.  

A young man applied for a job as a lumberjack. The foreman said, “Are you any good?” The young man 

replied, “I think I’m pretty good.”  The foreman told him to fell a tree and the guy felled a tree just like 

that – bam! The foreman said, “Start Monday.”  



Monday the young man came and began to whack away, and he was felling trees left and right. A few 

days passed, and on Thursday morning the foreman told the young man to pick up his check on the way 

out. The young man said, “I thought you paid on Friday.” The foreman told him he was fired, because on 

Monday the young man was at the top of the felling chart and by Wednesday he was at the bottom.  

The young man said, “I don’t understand. I worked so hard it doesn’t make any sense. I was putting 

every bit of energy into this.” The foreman, sensing the young man had integrity, thought about it for a 

minute and said, “Have you been sharpening your axe?” The young man said, “No. I’ve been too busy.” 

The axe became duller and duller with each blow. That’s the way it is with our God. Yes, He’s going to 

send us to do things. We have lives we’ve been called to. But when we are not putting God first, 

spending time with Him and communing with Him, we become dull.  When we are too busy for God we 

become dull.  

A KINGDOM MAN IS NEVER TOO BUSY FOR THE LOST 

The message is gut check: a kingdom man is never too busy for God and never too busy for the lost. 

God tells us that in His house are many rooms. How many rooms? Many rooms. The end of the passage 

in Luke 14:23: “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel 

them to come in, so that my house will be full.” 

I remember when I first became a Christian, I was so excited because the truth had been opaque to me. 

For so long and I had longed for something true. I knew the truth I had was not true enough, and I was 

miserable and I hated it, but it was opaque for six years and then suddenly I understood the truth.  

Once understood, I was so excited I couldn’t wait to tell my friends. I was taking everybody I knew to 

lunch. I said, “You’re not going to believe what I found out. Look what has happened to me. Did it 

happen to you? No? Do you want it to happen to you? Here’s how.” I was leading guys to Christ all the 

time.  

Wouldn’t you want to do that? If you found a pearl of great price, the treasure hidden in the field, God’s 

kingdom, wouldn’t you want to drag everyone along with you?  

Are you compelling people into the kingdom? Are you saying, “Hey, come with me. I found Jesus. I can 

take you to Him and you can talk to Him.” Are you doing that, or do you have divided loyalties? Are you 

too busy with business? Are you waiting until you retire? Some of you are retired now – has anything 

changed? Men, my experience is if you are not doing it now, you are not going to be doing it then, 

either.  

A kingdom man is never too busy for the lost. We’ve had an average of four visitors here at the Bible 

study each week for 26 years. I don’t know if we should have more or less. Your friends, acquaintances, 

business associates are dying – and not just a temporal death – they’re on their way out. They hate their 

lives and they are miserable and God put you right there in their lives. You’re the one. You’re the 

kingdom man. Will you do something about it?  



Many of you are already soul winners. In fact, a lot of you are already soul winners. Some of you are 

verbal, and some of you are bringers. For the rest of us – gut check: a kingdom man is never too busy 

for God and never too busy for the lost. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Let’s pray. 

Our dearest Father, we praise You and we worship You. We put You first. We know that You do not 

share the glory and the love and the honor You deserve with any other thing. Father, we pray that we 

would be inspired and challenged to renew our commitment to make You first; to be kingdom men and 

never to be too busy for You, and never to be too busy for that which you love – the lost. We ask this in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.  


